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Task 1 (10 points)
Read the text and circle the correct answer.

Thomas Lipton

A son of poor Irish immigrants, Lipton grew up near Glasgow. He left school at the 
age of ten (1860) to help support his family and in 1865 sailed to America to work as a 
manual labourer and later manage a successful New York grocery store. It was here that 
he learned all the tricks and techniques of advertising and salesmanship that he later used 
to great effect when selling groceries and tea back in England and Scotland.  

He returned to Glasgow and worked for a couple of years in the grocery shop run by 
his parents. By the age of 21 (1871), he had opened his own store, where he practised the 
retailing skills he had learned in America. His imaginative marketing and clever publicity 
stunts brought his new venture rapid success. By 1914 he had 500 outlets. His success 
was based on bulk purchasing a limited range of goods and selling them at cut-price rates 
with low-profit margins. 

In 1890, already a millionaire, Lipton wanted to go on vacation and booked a passage 
to Australia. On the way, he broke his journey in Ceylon. He had an interest in tea as a 
product to sell in his shops. He couldn’t have picked a better time. Because the economic 
effects of the coffee blight* were drastically affecting Ceylon, Lipton naturally chose this 
island as the inexpensive source for his tea. He bought four former coffee plantations and 
could fully control his company’s tea quality and price. 

Lipton’s genius was not in the area of growing tea but in the marketing and distribution 
of the final product. His capacity to invent clever slogans and make effective advertising 
campaigns is legendary. Instead of selling it loose from the chest, Lipton packed his tea in 
brightly-coloured packets bearing the slogan “Straight from the tea gardens to the tea pot.” 

His 300 shops throughout England soon could not keep up with the growing demand 
for his inexpensive product, and so Lipton teas became available in other stores around 
Britain. The name of Lipton had migrated from a chain of grocery stores and became a 
trademark soon to be famous world-over. In 1897 Queen Victoria, a big fan of the Lipton 
tea brand, elevated Thomas Lipton to knighthood. 

* plant disease
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0.	 Thomas Lipton was born in 
a) an Irish family. 	
b) an English family.
c) a Scottish family.
d) an American family.

1.	 Thomas Lipton spent his childhood 
a) in Ireland.
b) close to England.
c) near New York.
d) outside Glasgow.

2.	 Thomas Lipton went to the USA 
a) to continue schooling.
b) after visiting Glasgow.
c) at the age of fifteen.
d) together with his family.

3.	 In New York Thomas Lipton learned to be
a) a sailor.
b) a shop manager.
c) a stuntman.
d) an engineer.

4.	 He was ________________ when his shop started to sell things.
a) younger than 21  
b) in his mid-20ies 
c) older than 21
d) just 21

5.	 The planned destination of his vacation journey was 
a) Ceylon.
b) Britain.
c) The Middle East.
d) Australia.

6.	 In Ceylon Lipton 
a) bought and sold coffee plantations.
b) used old coffee plantations for growing tea.
c) involved himself in coffee business.
d) bought plantations and left the island.

7.	 Lipton’s key to success was that he
a) sold fresh tea from the plantations.
b) first dried the leaves of the tea and then sold them.
c) combined effective advertisements with eye-catching packages.
d) sold tea loose from the chest.

8.	 His tea was 
a) sold in small amounts.
b) very expensive.
c) not very popular in Britain.
d) sold in large amounts.

9.	 Thomas Lipton
a) developed his own brand.
b) owned a trade agency.
c) migrated from Ceylon.
d) travelled around Britain.

10.	Queen Victoria
a) joined Lipton’s business.
b) hated Lipton but liked his tea.
c) liked Lipton tea.
d) preferred other tea brands to Lipton tea.

Aizpilda 
skolotājs:

1.____

2.____

3.____

4.____

5.____

6.____

7.____

8.____

9.____

10.____

Kopā par 
1. uzd.:

_______
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Task 2 (10 points)
Read the interview and fill in the gaps by choosing the appropriate question from 
the list. Write the appropriate letter in the space provided. There are more questions 
than answers. One (0) has been given as an example.

CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN
0.    A     
I remember being in the Alps when I was about 11 for a skiing holiday with my parents and 
thinking that I liked getting away from the city life.
1. ___________

I am still searching, but Mendoza in western Argentina comes close. Great climate, terrific 
ice cream, beautiful parks and the vineyard tours aren’t bad either. The way of life suits 
me, everyone is very relaxed and open. It is easy to spend the day in the park thinking of 
great plans and future expeditions.
2. ___________

I have been to a fair number of places that would perhaps rank in the top ten of most 
travellers’ lists. There are a few places along the Karakoram Highway that definitely take 
the cake. Any place where dishes in a ‘restaurant’ are cleaned with diverted sewerage 
from the street wins it for me.
3. ___________

They are people who have an outline of what they would like to achieve, but are flexible 
to change. I always create a basic structure to every trip, otherwise I feel like I am not 
squeezing enough in. There are always so many things to do and see. I watch so many 
travellers from Katmandu and Nepal who do not have a plan and consequently end up 
wasting so much time and seeing nothing.
4. ___________

People who are travelling the world on a dollar a day. I like good food and having fun is a 
top priority. Sitting anywhere and cooking on my camping stove in the corner of the room 
is not my cup of tea. 
5. ___________

Carlo Buhler, one of the world’s greatest alpinists. He was the reason I decided to become 
a climber. I read an article of his when I was very young in a climbing magazine. He 
discussed the hardships in climbing. He never said the summit was the achievement; it 
was the first step on the mountain. The fact you tried was what counted.
6. ___________

Falling 60 feet onto a ledge while off route on a big wall in California and cracking my 
tailbone and several lumbar vertebrae. I was about 500 feet off the ground hanging below 
my climbing partner. The fall had caused all the climbing equipment to pull out of the wall 
and we both were attached to the wall by one single piece of protection. We had to abseil 
down and then walk a considerable way back to the tent. Unfortunately, I was walking so 
slowly that I had to spend the night out at 14,000 feet in October. It was a long night and 
a cold bed of rocks.
7. ___________

Everything necessary.
8. ___________

I really like Portishead and Bob Marley.
9. ___________

The ease of communications. I am away for so much of the year on expeditions – it is 
great to be able to keep in touch with people. I also like how quickly one can get around. 
I have been able to climb mountains in central Nepal one month and then be in northern 
Pakistan the next.
10. ___________

People putting ambition before friendship. I have witnessed this often on the mountain. 
Many climbers have become very selfish and are willing to let other people do all the hard 
work for them and then when it suits them they take advantage of everybody else’s hard 
work.

1.____

2.____

3.____

4.____

5.____

6.____

7.____

8.____

9.____

10.____
Kopā par 
2. uzd.:

_______
Kopā par 
lasīšanu:

_______
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A	 What was the first overseas place you visited?

B	 Who is the most memorable person you have encountered?

C	 What worries you about the world today?

D	 What music do you like to listen to?

E	 What essentials do you always pack?

F	 Where is your idea of hell?

G	 What is the highest mountain you have climbed so far?

H	 What do you enjoy about the world today?

I	 Who are your worst travel companions?

J	 Worst moments?

K	 Where is your idea of heaven on Earth?

L	 Who are your best travel companions?
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Task 1 (10 points)
You will hear a text about four different wedding ceremonies.The information 
about them has been summed up in a table. Listen to the text and fill in the 
empty boxes.

Unusual Weddings 

Weddings  1 2 3 4

Whose wedding 
was it? (from the 
speaker’s point of 
view)

sister’s two friends’ 6) _____________________ no information

Where did the 
ceremony take 
place?

on the beach under water 7) _____________________ 8) _____________________

Why had the 
couple chosen that 
place and type of 
wedding?

1) _____________________

__________________________

__________________________

2) _____________________

__________________________

__________________________

didn’t have 
much money, 
wanted 
something 
special 

they had their 
first date there 
and they love 
horses

Number of guests no information 3) _____________________ no information no information

The couple was 
wearing

traditional 
Balinese 
costumes

4) _____________________

__________________________

traditional 
clothes

9) _____________________

__________________________

The style of music 
played Balinese no information no information 10) ____________________

Would the listener 
like to have a 
wedding like that?

would love to 5) _____________________ yes no

Aizpilda 
skolotājs:

1.____

2.____

3.____

4.____

5.____

6.____

7.____

8.____

9.____

10.____

Kopā par 
1. uzd.:

_______
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Task 2 (10 points) 
Listen to the text, circle the correct option or fill in the gaps with the missing 
information. Look at the example.

April Fool’s Day Joke

Example: The event took place in:
a)	Bristol.
b)	Birmingham. 
c)	 Ireland.

1. It happened in __________________________.  
2. Rag Week is the time when:

a) people play practical jokes on each other.
b) students spend nights on the main street.
c) young people collect money for charity.

3. Alan and two of his friends were woken up at __________________________. 
4. The boys had had only some __________________________ hours’ sleep. 
5. One of Alan’s friends called the police to inform them that the road workers:

a) were drilling at an unsuitable time.
b) were victims of a Rag Week stunt.
c) were students playing a practical joke.

6. The other friend went to the workers and:
a) started an argument with them.
b) asked them to join the Rag Week stunt.
c) told them about a joke planned by some students.

7. The police came to the place and:
a) ordered the workers to stop work.
b) accused the workers of starting work too early.
c) fired the road workers immediately.

8. The workers:
a) ignored the police and did not stop their work.
b) laughed about the policemen but stopped the work.
c) asked the policemen to take off the uniforms.

9. The police and the workers:
a) finally understood this practical joke.
b) were very angry about this joke.
c) punished Alan and his friends later.

10. Alan and friends:
a) enjoyed the scene but were arrested afterwards.
b) were found and taken to the police
c) amused themselves watching it all. 

1.____

2.____

3.____

4.____

5.____

6.____

7.____

8.____

9.____

10.____
Kopā par 
2. uzd.:

_______
Kopā par 

klaus.:

_______
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Task 1 (10 points)
Read the text and choose the correct answer. There is an example given. 

Soap operas

Watching TV is (0)     a         popular pastime in the UK. But (1) ____________________________ 
kind of programmes do British people like to watch? Well, the most popular TV 
programmes are dramas that are usually (2) ____________________________ at least four hours  
every week. They are dramas that show ordinary life of one neighbourhood   
(3)  ____________________________ the UK – we call these dramas ‘soap operas’.
In the early days of TV, there (4) ____________________________ often dramas on during the 
day. In those days, it was common for the husband to go to work and for the 
wife to stay at home and (5) ____________________________ after the house and the children. 
Most of these daytime dramas were aimed at entertaining the housewives  
(6) ____________________________would traditionally be at home, probably (7) ____________________________ the 
washing. Companies selling washing powder would advertise (8) ____________________________ 
products when these dramas were on. Therefore the word ‘soap’ was used.
The word ‘opera’ was used because lots of dramatic events, like murders, divorces, 
and affairs happened probably (9) ____________________________ more often than they would in a 
normal neighbourhood. 
So, if you (10) ____________________________ to experience one of these dramas, try ‘Coronation 
Street’, ‘Eastenders’ or ‘Emmerdale’ and enjoy the ‘soap’.

0 an a the this

1 which what whose who

2 in at down on

3 to at in with

4 are is was were

5 look sit stay be

6 which whose who while

7 watching making having doing

8 its their our his

9 less much few many

10 want like would must

Aizpilda 
skolotājs:

1.____

2.____

3.____

4.____

5.____

6.____
7.____
8.____
9.____
10.____
Kopā par 
1. uzd.:

_______
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Task 2 (10 points)
Complete the text with the correct tense of the verb in the brackets. 

Valentine’s Day

It’s the time of the year when couples (0)   show    (show) their love for each other 

by sending cards, flowers and chocolates. But Valentine’s Day is not only about 

showing love: in recent years it (1) ____________________________ (become) big business. Last 

year in the UK alone, more than 20 million pounds (2) ____________________________ (spend) on 

flowers, and in the United States people (3) ____________________________ (pay) over 1 billion 

dollars to buy chocolates.

Although Valentine’s D ay has become a global industry, the origins of the day  

(4) ____________________________ (be) still unclear. Nobody (5) ____________________________ (know) exactly who 

St Valentine was. 

Valentine’s Day is celebrated in many countries around the world, but the customs 

often (6) ____________________________ (differ) from place to place. In Japan, for example, 

it is traditional for the woman (7) ____________________________ (send) chocolates to the man, 

whilst in Korea April 14th is known as ‘Black Day’ when the unhappy men who  

(8) ____________________________ (not receive) anything on Valentine’s Day gather to eat noodles 

and cry on each other’s shoulder.

Valentine’s cards can also be used for other purposes. In 2007 police in the UK city 

of Liverpool (9) ____________________________  (send) a Valentine’s card to a criminal who did not 

appear in court. There (10) ____________________________  (be) only one verse in the card, ‘Roses 

are red, violets are blue, you’ve got a warrant and we’d love to see you’. Who says 

romance is dead?

1.____

2.____

3.____

4.____

5.____

6.____

7.____

8.____

9.____

10.____

Kopā par 
2. uzd.:

_______

Kopā par 
val.liet.:

_______
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Task 1 (15 points)
JOBS

Write a paragraph (about 50 words) for a class project describing a job you might 
choose for your career.

Task 
achievement Vocabulary Grammar Organisation Total
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Task 2 (25 points)
GETTING INto TROUBLE

Write a letter (about 150 words) to your English speaking penfriend describing an 
event when you got into trouble in your childhood:

•	 when, where and what happened;
•	 how you felt then;
•	 how it ended;
•	 how you feel about it now.

Task 
achievement Vocabulary Grammar Organisation Spelling Total
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Paper 1

A  contest called My Country is being held on the Internet and you were asked to 
participate. Talk to your classmate and decide what information you would like to 
include in the profile of your country. Discuss:

•	 what general information about the country you will include;
•	 what traditions Latvians have;
•	 what special occasions people like to celebrate in Latvia;
•	 what the most beautiful places in Latvia are;
•	 what people can do here in their free time.

Paper 2

You are making a poster about a typical day in a teenager’s life. Talk to your classmate 
and decide what information the poster could show. Discuss:

•	 what you do at school every day;
•	 what after-school clubs teenagers can take part in;
•	 what out-of-class activities youngsters  do in your town/village;
•	 what chores you have to do at home;
•	 what you like doing in your free time.
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Paper 3

You and your classmate are writing a blog (Internet diary) about healthy lifestyles as part 
of your project. Decide what information you would like to include in your blog. Discuss:

•	 your daily routines at home and at school;
•	 how much time you spend in front of the TV and computer;
•	 how much time you need to do your homework;
•	 teenagers’ eating habits nowadays;
•	 some bad habits that teenagers have.

Paper 4

A new leisure centre is being opened next week and they are offering free use of  their 
facilities for one day. You and your classmates have decided to take advantage of the 
offer. Talk to your classmate and decide what you are going to do.

•	 swimming pool (with the instructor);
•	 tennis court (rackets available);
•	 volleyball;
•	 aerobics studio;
•	 table tennis.
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Paper 5

During your English lesson you were asked to think about the role of the Internet in 
your life and to make a presentation about the advantages and disadvantages of the 
Internet. Discuss:

•	 how often you use the Internet;
•	 how you can use the Internet to entertain yourself and to relax;
•	 how you can use the Internet to help you with your school work;
•	 how the Internet can help you to communicate with other people;
•	 what problems teenagers may have because of using the Internet.

Paper 6

A group of students from Estonia are visiting your school. Your teacher has asked 
you and your classmate to show them a presentation about your school. Talk to your 
partner and decide what you should include in your presentation and what you can 
show them afterwards. Discuss:

•	 the building and the surroundings of the school;
•	 the subjects you have at school;
•	 the traditions your school has;
•	 the facilities that students can use at your school (sports hall, library etc);
•	 how active the students of your school are.
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Paper 7

Your friends are coming over to your place on Saturday and have asked you to choose 
one or two good films you could all watch. Talk to your friend and decide which option 
would be the best. Discuss the type of the film and what you like about it:

•	 Twilight, the New Moon (teenager drama, vampires);
•	 Ice Age (cartoon, comedy);
•	 High School Musical 3 (musical);
•	 X-Men (Science fiction, action);
•	 17 Again (romantic comedy).

Paper 8

One of your classmates has his/her birthday next week and you and your classmates 
want to surprise them. Talk to your partner and decide what you could do. Discuss:

•	 your friend’s likes and dislikes;
•	 your friend’s interests;
•	 what present you could buy for him/her;
•	 what surprise you could organize for him/her at school;
•	 what you could all do together after school.
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Paper 9

Your class has won a 1-day trip to Riga and your teacher has asked you to choose  
2 places/activities that you would like to visit. Look at the list of places and choose the 
ones that most of your classmates would like to go to:

•	 Zoo;
•	 Nature Museum;
•	 aqua park;
•	 theatre;
•	 basketball match.

Paper 10

A group of students from England is visiting your school and your teacher has asked 
you to tell them a little about your school and your class. Talk to your classmate and 
decide what useful and interesting information you would like to share with them.  
Discuss:

•	 what you can say about your school;
•	 general information you can share about your class;
•	 rules that you have at school;
•	 traditions you have in your school and class;
•	 adventures you have had together with your classmates.
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Paper 1

A  contest called My Country is being held on the Internet and you were asked to 
participate. Talk to your classmate and decide what information you would like to 
include in the profile of your country. Discuss:
•	 what general information about the country you will include;
•	 what traditions Latvians have;
•	 what special occasions people like to celebrate in Latvia;
•	 what the most beautiful places in Latvia are;
•	 what people can do here in their free time.

Questions for the teacher:
1.	 How often do you travel with your family or classmates and what places do you 

usually visit?
2.	 What types of transport do you usually use to travel from place to place?
3.	 What types of transport are the most convenient? Why?
4.	 Which place in Latvia would you recommend to visit?
5.	 What place (city or country) would you really like to visit?

Paper 2

You are making a poster about a typical day in a teenager’s life. Talk to your classmate 
and decide what information the poster could show. Discuss:
•	 what you do at school every day;
•	 what after-school clubs teenagers can take part in;
•	 what out-of-class activities youngsters  do in your town/village;
•	 what chores you have to do at home;
•	 what you like doing in your free time.

Questions for the teacher:
1.	 What after-school activities can you do in your town or village? Which after-school 

clubs do you attend?
2.	 What after-school club would you like to take part in?
3.	 What can you do in your free time in your town or village?
4.	 What chores do you have to do at home?
5.	 What rules do you have to follow at school?
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Paper 3

You and your classmate are writing a blog (Internet diary) about healthy lifestyles as 
part of your project. Decide what information you would like to include in your blog. 
Discuss:

•	 your daily routines at home and at school;
•	 how much time you spend in front of the TV and computer;
•	 how much time you need to do your homework;
•	 teenagers’ eating habits nowadays;
•	 some bad habits that teenagers have.

Questions for the teacher:

1.	 What do you do to look and feel good?
2.	 What are your eating habits? How regular are your meals?
3.	 Do you eat only healthy food? What do you think about junk food?
4.	 Do you have any bad habits that may influence your health?
5.	 What is the food like in your school cafeteria?

Paper 4

A new leisure centre is being opened next week and they are offering free use of their 
facilities for one day. You and your classmates have decided to take advantage of the 
offer. Talk to your classmate and decide what you are going to do.

•	 swimming pool (with the instructor);
•	 tennis court (rackets available);
•	 volleyball;
•	 aerobics studio;
•	 table tennis.

Questions for the teacher:

1.	 What is your favourite sport and why do you like it?
2.	 What kind of sport would you rather watch on TV than do yourself?
3.	 What does it mean to lead a healthy lifestyle? What do you do to keep fit?
4.	 What do you usually do during sport lessons?
5.	 Which sport would you like to try?
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Paper 5

During your English lesson you were asked to think about the role of the Internet in 
your life and to make a presentation about the advantages and disadvantages of the 
Internet. Discuss:

•	 how often you use the Internet;
•	 how you can use the Internet to entertain yourself and to relax;
•	 how you can use the Internet to help you with your school work;
•	 how the Internet can help you to communicate with other people;
•	 what problems teenagers may have because of using the Internet.

Questions for the teacher:

1.	 How often do you use the Internet and what do you usually do on the net?
2.	 How can the Internet help you during lessons and with your homework?
3.	 How often do you use the Internet to communicate with other people and how do 

you do that? 
4.	 Do you prefer to communicate with others over the Internet or to speak face-to-

face?
5.	 What problems can the Internet cause in youngsters’ lives?

Paper 6

A group of students from Estonia are visiting your school. Your teacher has asked 
you and your classmate to show them a presentation about your school. Talk to your 
partner and decide what you should include in your presentation and what you can 
show them afterwards. Discuss:

•	 the building and the surroundings of the school;
•	 the subjects you have at school;
•	 the traditions your school has;
•	 the facilities that students can use at your school (sports hall, library etc);
•	 how active the students of your school are.

Questions for the teacher:

1.	 How important is school in your life?
2.	 How much time do you spend at school every day?
3.	 What are your favourite and least favourite subjects? Why?
4.	 What after-school activities does your school offer and which do you take part in?
5.	 If you could change one thing about your school, what would it be?
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Paper 7

Your friends are coming over to your place on Saturday and have asked you to choose 
one or two good films you could all watch. Talk to your friend and decide which option 
would be the best. Discuss the type of the film and what you like about it:

•	 Twilight, the New Moon (teenager drama, vampires);
•	 Ice Age (cartoon, comedy);
•	 High School Musical 3 (musical);
•	 X-Men (Science fiction, action);
•	 17 Again (romantic comedy).

Questions for the teacher:

1.	 How often do you watch films and what types of films do you like?
2.	 How do you prefer to watch them – on TV, at the cinema or using your computer? 

Why?
3.	 What was the last film you saw and what did you think of it?
4.	 Do you enjoy reading books? What was the last book you read?
5.	 Do you think that young people spend more time watching TV than reading books? 

Why?

Paper 8

One of your classmates has his/her birthday next week and you and your classmates 
want to surprise them. Talk to your partner and decide what you could do. Discuss:

•	 your friend’s likes and dislikes;
•	 your friend’s interests;
•	 what present you could buy for him/her;
•	 what surprise you could organize for him/her at school;
•	 what you could all do together after school.

Questions for the teacher:

1.	 Why do people need friends?
2.	 What are your friends like? What do you do together with your friends?
3.	 How do you usually celebrate your birthday?
4.	 What is the best present you have ever received? 
5.	 What special occasions do you celebrate with your family?
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Paper 9

Your class has won a 1-day trip to Riga and your teacher has asked you to choose  
2 places/activities that you would like to visit. Look at the list of places and choose the 
ones that most of your classmates would like to go to:

•	 Zoo;
•	 Nature Museum;
•	 aqua park;
•	 theatre;
•	 basketball match.

Questions for the teacher:

1.	 Describe the place you come from.
2.	 What are the advantages of living in the city and in the country?
3.	 What could be the disadvantages of living in the city and the country?
4.	 If you could move to another place, would you do that? Why?
5.	 If you could change one thing about your town or village, what would you change?

Paper 10

A group of students from England is visiting your school and your teacher has asked 
you to tell them a little about your school and your class. Talk to your classmate and 
decide what useful and interesting information you would like to share with them.  
Discuss:
•	 what you can say about your school;
•	 general information you can share about your class;
•	 rules that you have at school;
•	 traditions you have in your school and class;
•	 adventures you have had together with your classmates.

Questions for the teacher:

1.	 How much time do you usually spend together with your classmates over the week?
2.	 What hobbies and interests do you share with them? What do you do together?
3.	 What do you do during the summer holidays? What about this summer?
4.	 What kind of problems do teenagers usually have at school?
5.	 What can young people do to have better relationships with classmates?
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ATBILŽU lapa

Reading
Task 1

1.	 d)
2.	 c)
3.	 b)
4.	 d)
5.	 d)
6.	 b)
7.	 c)
8.	 d)
9.	 a)
10.	 c) 

Listening 
Task 1
1) they met there
2) they love scuba diving
3) about 20
4) wet suits
5) no
6) best friend’s
7) in a car / drive-up
8) near a waterfall
9) jeans and cowboy hats
10) country music

Language Use
Task 1

1 what
2 on
3 in
4 were
5 look
6 who
7 doing
8 their
9 much
10 want

Task 2
1.	 K
2.	 F
3.	 L
4.	 I
5.	 B
6.	 J
7.	 E
8.	 D
9.	 H
10.	C

Task 2 
1.1980s / 1980ties / 80s / 80ties / mid 80s / mid 80ties
2. c) 
3. 7 a.m. / 7 in the morning
4. 2; 2.5; 3
5. c)
6. c)
7. a)
8. a)
9. a)
10. c)

Task 2
accepted not accepted

1 has become
2 were spent was spent
3 paid
4 are
5 knows
6 differ
7 to send

8 have not received
did not receive do not receive

9 sent
10 was
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