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IMPORTANT
 � Latvia has a relatively large number of lakes. A glacier and its meltwaters created a topography with hills and 

depressions. Water flowed from the highlands and accumulated in the lowlands. This gave rise to lakes.
 � Most lakes are found in the highlands, with many different depressions between the hills and ridges formed by 

the glacier. Most lakes are found in the highlands of Latgale (43  %) and Vidzeme (36  %). For example, there are 146 lakes 
in Latgale in the Krāslava region alone. It is difficult to pinpoint the exact number of lakes, as some of them are overgrown. 
It is known that there are about 2256 lakes larger than 1 ha. These larger lakes cover 1.5  % of the territory of Latvia.

 � Lakes can be characterised by water surface area (with and without islands), depth, length and other parameters. 
In general, small lakes are predominant in Latvia in terms of surface area. Lakes are mainly shallow. Some of the cleanest 
lakes in Latvia have water transparency of 4−5 metres or more.

 � The five largest lakes in terms of surface area, including islands, are Lubāns (also Lake Lubāns), Lake Rāzna,  
Lake Engure, Lake Burtnieks, Lake Usma and Lake Liepāja.

 � The five deepest lakes are Lake Drīdzis, Garais (Long) Lake, Lake Geraņimova Ilza, Lake Ormija and Lake Ojati.  
The largest lake is Lake Lubāns (water surface area − 80.7 km2), the deepest – Lake Drīdzis (63.1 m), with the most 
islands − Ežezers (more than 35 islands).

INTERESTING FACTS
 � There are many tales about the origin of lakes. Most of them claim that in ancient times the lakes flew through 

the air and came roaring down as soon as they were named.
 � As Latgale has the largest number of lakes, it is known as the Land of Blue Lakes. Lake Rāzna is also called the 

Latgale Sea by the locals. The writer Kārlis Skalbe included the story of the old dragon in his “Tale of the Dragon”, which 
tells the story of the origin of Lake Rāzna. 

 � Ludza is not only the oldest town in Latvia, but also the only town surrounded by five lakes.
 � One of the most beautiful lakes in Latgale is Ežezers. For a hundred years there has been no real clarity about 

the name of the lake, which has been named and spelled in different ways – Eža lake, Eša lake, since the 1930s it is now 
commonly known as Lake Ežezers, and that is how it is written in Latvian publications, but Latgalians call it Ješa lake,  
as well as Ješe lake. The name of the lake originates from the trees growing on the islands on the lake which look like 
spiny hedgehog needles or many spiny hedgehogs.

 � Among the many lakes in Latgale, the deepest lake not only in Latvia, but in all the Baltics is Lake Drīdzis. Its depth 
is about the height of a 21-storey house. Interestingly, its shape is more like a winding river than a lake.

 � Not far from Aglona is a small lake called Velnezers, also known as Čertoks. It got its name thanks to the 
mysterious events that surround this lake. The lake is popular among tourists because of its unique colour. The lake is 
greenish with very clear water.

 � Lake Kaņieris, an important bird habitat, is located in the Engure municipality. The historical importance of the lake 
for birds is reflected in its name, which is of Liv origin and originally means ‘goose lake’. It is one of the lakes of Ķemeri Park. 

 � The origin of the name of Lake Usma is unique. The place name “Usma” has Finno-Ugric origin, coming from the 
word usme or osme, which in Latvian means “mist”, i. e. Lake Migla.

 � Lake Zvirgzdu is located in Kurzeme on the border of Kuldīga and Alsunga municipalities. Its beauty was captured 
in one of the best feature films produced by the Rīga Film Studio “Sonata of the Lake” (1976). The film is based on a novel 
by the writer Regīna Ezera. 

 � For several years the World Wildlife Fund for Nature has run the “Ghost nets” campaign in Latvia, with the goal  
to clean the lakes of abandoned and illegal fishing equipment and its negative impact on the ecosystem.
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