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IMPORTANT
 � The official name of Latvia is the Republic of Latvia.
 � The symbols of Latvia are: the flag, the coat of arms and the anthem. The national flag of Latvia is crimson 

red with a white horizontal stripe. The Latvian coat of arms symbolises Latvia’s statehood and national permanence 
with stars, the sun and oak leaves. The Latvian national anthem is “God Bless Latvia”. The music and lyrics are by Kārlis 
Baumanis.

 � Latvia is a parliamentary republic. The Latvian Parliament, or Saeima, consists of 100 members and is elected 
by universal, equal, direct, and proportional elections by secret ballot every four years. The President is elected by 
the Saeima. 

 � Latvia is located in the N (Northern) hemisphere, but in modern terms in the A (Eastern) hemisphere, i.e.  
A from the prime meridian (zero) or Greenwich (Great Britain) meridian.

 � Latvia is in time zone 2 (GTM +2).
 � Latvia has a total area of 64 589 km2. Latvia’s total border length: 1863 km.
 � Administrative territorial division: 42 municipalities (as of July 2021). The capital of Latvia is Rīga. Cities of  

national importance are Jūrmala, Daugavpils, Liepāja, Valmiera, Ventspils, Jēkabpils, Ogre, Rēzekne, Jelgava.
 � Latvia has a great variety of natural conditions, determined by its geographical position. Latvia is situated  

in a temperate climate zone. Latvia has four seasons. 
 � Latvia is located in the Eastern European plain. The major landforms of Latvia are highlands and lowlands.  

The highlands cover 40 % and the lowlands − 60 % of the country’s territory.
 � The length of the day, and therefore the duration of sunshine, varies throughout the year. The longest day is  

on 22 June (17 hours and 52 minutes) and the shortest day is on 22 December (6 hours and 43 minutes).

INTERESTING FACTS
 � In 1918−1921, Latvia had a 6.4 km long border with Germany, but the 

international arbitration tribunal awarded the Palanga area to Lithuania and also shifted 
the Latvian−Lithuanian border northwards.

 � Latvia’s contour is likened to a “a bite taken out of a slice of bread”. 
 � Lake Salainis, located in the Smiltene municipality, resembles the contour  

of Latvia.
 � In the Latvian capital, there are several place names with the name of a hill − Torņakalns, Āgenskalns, 

Čiekurkalns, Grīziņkalns, Dzegužkalns, Bastejkalns. Also according to one of the folksongs:  
“Mountains of sand all around, / Rīga itself is in the water.”

 � Ludza is the oldest town in Latvia. This town in Latgale was first recorded in a chronicle dating back to 1177.
 � In early 2020, Latvia had a total of 17 887 streets, but by the end of the year the number had reached 18 000.

WORDS TO LEARN
 � Border, borderland, territory, town, countryside, region, nation, area, map, to be located, bordering, many, few, 

bigger, smaller, helpful, fun, friendly.
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