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IMPORTANT
 � There are 28 known orders of birds worldwide, with around 9000 species. In Latvia, there are about 365 bird 

species from 20 orders. About 220 species breed in Latvia, the rest either spend winter here or are migrating before flying 
to another area.

 � Breeding species are conditionally divided into sedentary (non-migratory) and migratory birds. Non-migratory 
birds are birds that live in the same territory permanently. The house sparrow, tomtit, magpie, eagle-owl and others live 
in Latvia all year round. The first to return to Latvia from warmer climates or wintering grounds are the thrush and the 
skylark. They leave when the snow starts to melt. Soon after, the finch, white wagtail, various wood thrushes and others 
arrive. Only when the trees are starting to bloom or have leaves do the nightingale, warbler, cuckoo, etc. arrive. When 
a multitude of insects are already flying in the air, the swallows, chickadees and swifts arrive. In early (warm) springs, 
many migratory birds also arrive earlier, while in late (cold) springs they arrive later than usual.

 � Since 1969, the white wagtail has been Latvia’s national bird. The wagtail is black and white with a black “cap”.  
She runs very quickly on the ground. When she stops, she swings her long tail − up and down. The tail is half the length 
of the bird. The white wagtail is a migratory bird. The white wagtail returns to Latvia in early April.

 � The list of globally threatened species includes Latvian birds such as the corncrake, which is found in meadows, 
the green crow, black stork, etc.

 � Most birds travel in flocks. Many species, especially large birds, fly in flocks of a particular shape. The most 
characteristic shape is the v-formation. Cranes, geese and some duck species fly in this v-formation.

 � The view that birds only sing in spring and summer is only partly correct. Birds sing more in these seasons but 
singing birds can also be found in autumn and winter. Birds learn to sing gradually. Almost all bird species, except the 
so-called nest parasites (the cuckoo in Latvia), train their young themselves. From birth, baby birds heed their parents’ 
signals, imitate and copy their voices.

INTERESTING FACTS
 � Latvian ornithologist Kārlis Grigulis wrote: “Birds are wonderful creatures, and love for them miraculously unites 

people. Even if they speak different languages!”
 � Latvian bird calls can be heard here: http://www.putni.lv/index_balsis.htm. People have tried to describe 

birdsongs by listening to them. For example, sparrows chirp, nightingales sing, cuckoos cuckoo, thrushes whistle, 
swallows twitter, corn-crakes croak, skylarks chirrup, woodpeckers peck, etc.

 � About 5 % of the world’s white storks breed in Latvia. The stork has also been given the names “svētelis, starks”.
 � Many people in Latvia make and hang bird houses in trees to provide nesting places for birds.
 � People have also been given bird names since ancient times. As Latvian folk songs show, bird names are more 

often given to girls.
 � The most common names were Irbe, Zīle and Vālodze. The name of the bird was given to the child to embody  

the qualities of that particular bird. Today, the most popular bird names for women are Zīle, Irbe, Sniedze, Kaija.
 � Popular songs in Latvia named after birds are: Raimonds Pauls’ song with words by poet Leons Briedis “Cielaviņa” 

and “Vālodzīte” (words and music) by Pēteris Jurciņš. You can listen to the songs by typing their titles into YouTube.

WORDS TO LEARN
 � Wings, beak, tail, head, leg, migratory bird, non-migratory bird, nest, nesting, wintering, long, short, fly, arrive, 

flutter, sing, whistle, catch, eat.
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