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SVARIGI

Politiska situacija

B 1920. gada februart noslédzas brivibas cinas un
sakas jauns posms - Latvijas brivvalsts laiks. Ne-
atkarigas Latvijas pastavéSanu starpkaru perioda
iedala divos posmos: parlamentaras demokrati-
jas perioda (01.05.1920.-15.05.1934.) un autoritara

reZima posma (15.05.1934.-17.06.1940.).

B 1920. gada aprill tauta ievéléja Latvijas Satver-
smes sapulci, kuras galvenais uzdevums bija izstra-
dat valsts pamatlikumu - Satversmi jeb konstitaciju.
1921. gada 26. janvarT Latvija ka neatkariga valsts tika
atzita starptautiski un 1921. gada 22. decembrT to uz-
néma Tautu Savieniba.

Satversmi pienéma 1922. gada 15. februari. Taja
bija noteikta valsts iekarta un simbolika (himna, ka-
rogs, gerbonis), svarigako valsts institaciju funkcijas.
Centrala valsts varas institcija bija Saeima 100 de-
putatu sastava. 1922. gada 8. oktobrT Saeima ieveé-
I&ja pirmo Valsts prezidentu Jani Caksti. Lai ieklatu
Saeima, partijam bija japarvar tikai 2,5 % barjera
(masdienas - 5 %), kas radija politisko saskeltibu par-
lamenta, bieZi mainijas valdibas.

B 1934. gada nakti no 15. uz 16. maiju K. Ulmanis
Isteno valsts apvérsumu. Tika apturéta Satversmes
darbiba, atlaista Saeima, izbeigta politisko partiju
darbiba un slégti 16 preses izdevumi.

1936. gada 11. aprill K. Ulmanis pats sevi iecéla
par Valsts prezidentu un turpmak vina amats bija -
Valsts un Ministru prezidents. Latvija tika izveidota
autoritara diktatdra. Pilsoni zaudéja preses un varda
brivibu. Visa vara koncentrgjas K. Ulmana rokas, uz-
plauka personibas kults. Jaunas ideologijas batibu iz-
teica autoritara reZima tris galvenas pamatvértibas -
vadoniba, tautas vieniba un nacionalisms.

Ekonomika

B Finanses. 1922. gada tika pabeigta valltas re-
forma, ievieSot nacionalo valltu - Latvijas latu. Par
mazako naudas vienibu - simto dalu no lata - kluva
santims. Par finanSu sistémas un visa perioda sim-
bolu kluva piecu latu sudraba monéta ar latvieSu
tautumeitas attélu. 1922. gada 1. novembri savu dar-
btbu saka Latvijas Banka.

B Saimnieciska attistiba. No 1920. Ii1dz 1937. gadam
valstt notika agrara reforma, kas paredzéja muizu

zemju, &ku, inventara, lopu un zemes konfiskaciju.
Reformas galvenais pamatojums bija vésturiska un
sociala taisniguma principa 1stenoSana - zemes at-
doSana pamatnacijai. MuiZzu zemes pieSkira Neat-
kartbas kara daltbniekiem un krituSo karaviru gime-
ném, bezzemniekiem un sikszemniekiem.

Agraras reformas rezultata batiski attistijas lauk-
saimnieciba un lauku infrastruktara. Svarigakas eks-
portpreces bija linu Skiedras, cikgala (bekons) un
sviests. Galvenie aréjas tirdzniecibas partneri bija
Lielbritanija un Vacija. Par agraras reformas nega-
tivajiem aspektiem var uzskatit to, ka laukos saka
trakt darbaspéka un bija japienem laukstradnieki no
Lietuvas, Polijas, dalai jaunsaimnieku traka saimnie-
koSanas prasmes.

B Rdpnieciba vado3as nozares bija partikas rapnie-
ciba, kokapstrade un metalapstrade. Rapniecibas
lepnums bija Valsts elektrotehniska fabrika (VEF), kas
raZoja telefona aparatus un centrales, radioapara-
tus un fotoaparatus, masSinbdves un kugu remonta
rapnica Liepaja “Tosmare”, dzelzcela vagonu ripnica
“Fénikss”, “G. Erenpreisa velosipédu fabrika”, papir-
rapnieciba “Ligatnes papirfabrika”, Slokas celulozes
un papira kombinats, papirfabrika “Jugla”, tekstiluz-
némums “Rigas audums” u. c. Eksportéja galvenokart
kokmaterialus un to izstradajumus (papirs, finieris,
zagmateriali, sérkocini). Nozimigas raZotnes saldum-
rapnieciba bija akciju sabiedribas “Laima”, “V. Kuze”,
“L. W. Goegginger” Riga, savukart modernas cukur-
fabrikas bija Jelgava, Liepaja, Krustpil.

Valdiba izveidoja plasSu celtniecibas programmu,
kura ietilpa monumentalas baves, stacijas €kas, sko-
las, tautas nami, sanatorijas. Uzbavéja Tiesu pili, Fi-
nansu ministrijas €ku, Keguma hidroelektrostaciju
(1936-1939), Kemeru viesnicu, Rigas Centraltirgus
paviljonus u. c.

1930. gada beigas Latviju skara pasaules eko-
nomiska krize - palielinajas bezdarbs, samazinajas
iedzivotaju pirktspéja. Tacu 20. gs. 30. gadu otraja
pusé Latvija sakas saimnieciskais uzplaukums.

Izglitiba un zinatne

B Latvijas brivvalsts laika lielu uzmanibu veltija tau-
tas izglitoSanai. Apméram 15 % no visiem valsts iena-
kumiem izlietoja izglitibas vajadzibam. 1919. gada
tika ieviesta obligata izglitiba, auga skolotaju un sko-
Iénu skaits, kas bija viens no lielakajiem Eiropa. Ak-

tivu darbtbu saka 1919. gada izveidotas augstskolas - p
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» Latvijas Universitate (LU), Latvijas Makslas akadé-

mija un Latvijas Konservatorija. LU kluva par nozimi-
gako zinatnes un augstakas izglitibas centru. Uz LU
Lauksaimniecibas fakultates bazes izveidojas Latvi-
jas Lauksaimniecibas akadémija (1939). Péc studentu
Tpatsvara uz visiem valsts iedzivotajiem Latvija ienéma
pirmo vietu Eiropa.

Latvijas brivvalstl saka darbu akadémiski izglito-
tie latviedu filologi (Juris Plakis, Péteris Smits, Anna
Abele u. c.), no kuriem ievérojamakais un starptau-
tiski zinamakais bija Janis Endzelins (1873-1961), kurs
LU nodibinaja pasaulé pirmo Baltu filologijas nodalu
un 1935. gada - valodas kratuvi. Nozimigakie J. Endze-
[ina darbi ir “LatvieSu valodas gramatika” (1922, vacu
valoda) un kopdarbs ar Karli Milenbahu (1853-1916)
“LatvieSu valodas vardnica” (I-1V, 1923-1932).

1922. gada tika ieviesta jauna ortografija. Valod-
nieki kopa ar attiecigo nozaru specialistiem lika pa-
matus latvieSu valodas terminologijai.

levérojami pétijumi tika veikti dabas un tehniska-
jas zinatnés. Augusts KirhenSteins izdarija svarigus
atklajumus mikrobiologija, Gustavs Vanags - organis-
kaja kimija. PlaSa praktiska nozime bija Paula Stra-
dina panakumiem medicina. Vins dibinajis pirmo on-
kologijas slimnicu, asins parlieSanas staciju, kirurgu
skolu, vadijis slimnicas un pats operéjis, apmacijis
vairaku paaudZu labakos arstus, savacis materialu
treSajam lielakajam medicinas muzejam pasaulé.

Kultara

B Zinatnes, kultdras un makslas attistibu sekméja
1920. gada nodibinatais Kultdras fonds. Tika nodibi-
nats Valsts vésturiskais muzejs (1920), Latvijas Valsts
makslas muzejs (1920), Latvijas Etnografiskais briv-
dabas muzejs (1924). Veidojas plass bibliotéku tikls,
dibinaja Latvijas Valsts bibliotéku (1919).

Kultdras attistibu nosactti var dalit divos posmos:
20. gadi vairak bija novatorisku mekl&jumu periods,
savukart Ulmana reZims vairak akcentéja latviskumu
un tradicionalas vértibas. Kopuma latvieSu maksli-
nieki un rakstnieki ir atverti cittautu (ne tikai vacu un
krievu ka ierasts, bet arT skandinavu un amerikanu)
makslas tendencém, filozofijas, psihologijas un citu
zinatnu idejam.

B Literatara 20. un 30. gadus raksturo liela daudz-
veidiba. Ipasi attistas romana Zanrs, kas Jauj plasi at-
spogulot laikmetu un cilvéku taja: Pavila Rozisa “Cep-
lis”, AnSlava EgliSsa “Ligavu mednieki”, Jana Plauza

“Gimnazisti”, Vila Laca “Akmenainais cel$”, Jana Ve-
sela “Dienas krusts”, Jana Jaunsudrabina “Jaunsaim-
nieks un velns”, Jana Vesela “Tirumu laudis” u. c.
Isproza makslinieciski spilgtakais ir psihologiskas no-
veles Zanrs, atklajot cilvéka iekS&jos konfliktus (Janis
Ezerin$, Aleksandrs Caks, Eriks Adamsons, Andrejs
Upits). Liriskas (milestibas un dabas motivu) dzejas
parstavji ir Janis Ziemelnieks, Janis Grots, Janis Akura-
ters, Edvards Virza u. c. Modernisma dzejas parstaviji
ir Aleksandrs Caks, Eriks Adamsons, Linards Laicens,
Péteris Ermanis. Ka jauns Zanrs attistas portreteseja
un filozofiska eseja (Zenta Maurina, Konstantins Rau-
dive, Péteris Ermanis). Nozimigakie laikmeta dra-
maturgi ir Rainis, Aspazija, Jalijs Pétersons, Andrejs
Uprts, Martins Ziverts, Elina Zalite.

B Maksla jaunie modernisma mekl€jumi (ekspresio-
nisms, kubisms, konstruktivisms) sadzivo ar tradicio-
nalo, akadémisko stilu (realisms). Batiskaka novitate
saistds ar Rigas makslinieku grupas modernistiem
(aktivakais laikmetigas makslas aizstavis bija Romans
Suta). 20. gs. 20. gadu sakuma gleznieciba ir strél-
nieku cinu un Pirma pasaules kara béglu téma (Ja-
zeps Grosvalds, Jékabs Kazaks); péc tam pieaug kluso
dabu, portretu un ainavisku motivu izmantojums
(Leo Svemps, Valdemars Tone, Konrads Ubans), bet
20. gs. 30. gados palielinas darbigu cilvéku un lauku
attélojums (Gederts Eliass, Augusts Annuss). Nozi-
migi sasniegumi bija scenografija (Ludolfs Liberts,
Oto Skulme, Janis Muncis u. c.). Télnieciba uzplaukst
monumentala télniectba (Karla Zales veidotais Bralu
kapu ansamblis, Brivibas piemineklis). Ka nozimi-
gakie télnieki vél minami Teodors Zalkalns, Marta
Skulme, Emils Melderis.

B Neatkaribas gados izveidojas daudzi jauni gra-
matu apgadi. lzdoto gramatu daudzuma zina uz
100 000 iedzivotajiem Latvija ienéma otro vietu
Eiropa uzreiz aiz Danijas. Viens no lielakajiem bija
AnSa Gulbja apgads, kas izdeva apjomigo (21 s€jumu)
LatvieSu konversacijas vardnicu (1927-1940). Gra-
matrapniecibas akciju sabiedriba “Valters un Rapa”
izdeva dailliteratdru, macibu gramatas un zinat-
niskus darbus. Helmara RudziSa apgads “Gramatu
draugs” specializéjas |étu gramatu izdoSana, kas batu
pieejamas katram lasitdjam. Saja apgada iznaca ari
daudzu rakstnieku kopotie raksti. Dargas gramatas
ar augstvértigu maksliniecisku apdari izdeva Mikela
Goppera apgads “Zelta Abele”. Kop$ 1993. gada Lat-
vija riko gramatu makslas konkursu “Zelta abele”, kas
atgadina par M. Goppera apgadu.
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» m Starpkaru periodu dévé par zelta laikmetu Latvi-

jas preses vésturé, jo bija liels skaits kvalitativu iz-
devumu. Ta laika popularakie laikraksti bija Antona
un Emilijas Benjaminu laikraksts “Jaunakas Zinas” un
Zurnals “Atpata”. Ar “Jaunakajam Zinam"” konkuréja
laikraksts “P&déja Brid1”. Bija arT vairaki partiju izde-
vumi (LatvieSu zemnieku apvienibas “Briva Zeme”,
LSDSP “Socialdemokrats”, nacionalas apvienibas
“Latvis"). Preses uzplaukumu partrauca Karla Ulmana
apvérsums, péc kura pazuda liela dala laikrakstu, tie
tika unificéti. PEéc 1934. gada 15. maija par vispopula-
rako kluva izdevums “Séta un Druva”.

B 20.gs. 20. gadi ir nacionala kino attistibas sakums.
1920. gada uz ekraniem iznaca reZisora Vila Seglina
nacionalas melodramas Zanra veidota filma “Es kara
aiziedams". Filmas varonu likteni bija atspoguloti uz
Pirma pasaules kara un Latvijas Neatkaribas kara no-
tikumu fona. Par perioda veiksmigako darbu kjuva
Vila Lapenieka spélfilma “Zvejnieka déls” (1940), uz-
nemta péc V. La¢a romana. Tris nedélas péc pirmizra-
des filmu bija noskatijuSies 140 000 skatitaju.

B 1925. gada 1. novembrl atklaj Rigas radio-
fonu (kopS 1938. gada Latvijas Radiofons, kop$
1992. gada - Latvijas radio). Radio dZingls bija “Riga
dimd"”. KopS 1934. gada beigam Rigas radio bija dzir-
dams visa valsts teritorija.

B 1931. gada Helmars Rudzitis atver skanuplasu
rapnicu “Bellaccord Electro”. Ta klast par vadoSo ska-
nuplasu fabriku Baltija, kas nodroSina visu ar ska-
nuplasu ierakstiSanu saistito procesu. Latvijas ma-
zikiem vairs nebija jadodas ierakstit skandarbus uz
Berlini vai Londonu, vini to varéja izdarit tepat - Riga.

Nozimigakie sporta sasniegumi

B Latvijas starpkaru perioda Latvijas vardu pa-
saulé nesa solotajs Janis Dalins (1904-1978). Vins
1932. gada vasaras olimpiskajas spélés Losandze-
losa izcinija sudraba medalu. Ta bija pirma olimpiska
medala, ko ieguvis Latvijas sportists, startéjot zem
savas valsts karoga. Latvijas basketbola komanda
1935. gada 4. maija Zenéva kluva par Eiropas basket-
bola E¢empioniem.

INTERESANTI

B LatvieSu valoda konstitlciju apzimé ar specialu
vardu - “satversme”. So vardu (no “tvert”, “satvert”)
darinaja jaunlatvietis Atis Kronvalds. Vins ierosinaja
to lietot, pamatojot savu priekslikumu ar to, ka “cil-
véki tadé| pienémusi likumus, lai tiem batu vajadziga
laika, kur patverties, lai tiem batu tversmes”.

B 20. gs. 20. gadu sakuma plasas diskusijas izraisija
jaunas naudas nosaukuma izvéle. FinanSu aprindas
daudzi uzskatija, ka piemérotakais nosaukums batu
franks, bija arT priekSlikumi naudu saukt par veltu,
lTgu, sauli, latvu, padki u. c. Lata atbalstitaju vidd bija
dzejnieks Karlis Skalbe, kas ieteica nosaukt naudu
latviska varda, turklat tada, kas “iznestu Latvijas val-
sti pasaulé un kuru tauta varétu izrunat, nesalauzot
méli”.

B 20. gs. 20. un 30. gados Riharda Zarina izstradato
piecu latu monétu ar tautumeitas profilu (tauta to
sauca par Mildu) izmantoja ka rotas lietu, to parvei-

dojot par aZaru kulonu vai piespraudi. ST tradicija
atdzima 20. gs. 80. un 90. gadu mija, kad padomju
okupaciju laika saglabatie pieclatnieki atkal tika par-
veidoti par rotas lietam. Tagad tautumeitas téls ir uz
Latvijas 2 eiro monétas.

B Brivibas pieminekla autors télnieks Karlis Zale
pats negurstoSi stradaja pieminekla celSanas laika.
Vins teicis: “Es gribu veidot pieminekli tadu, lai tas
bdtu saprotams visiem un visos laikos.”

B Starpkaru perioda populari bija avizu romani,
katra numura publicéja kadu romana nodalu. Viens
no popularakajiem bija Vila La¢a romans “Zvejnieka
déls”, ko 1933. gada turpinajumos public&ja laikraksts
“Jaunakas Zinas".

B Par godu Jana Dalina sporta sasniegumam sal-
dumu fabrika “Laima” laida klaja Dalina konfektes -

Sokolades trusisSus. Karlis Ulmanis savukart uzsvéra, »
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INTERESANTI

» ka Janis Dalin$ Latvijas atpazistamibas laba paveicis

vairak, neka iespéjis viss diplomatiskais korpuss.
20. gs. 30. gados superpopulars bija Slageris “Ak, kaut
man Dalina kajas batu!” (mazikas un teksta autors
Janis Are). Klausies Seit: https://www.youtube.com/wat-
ch?v=m7CFOhDm6sA; dokumentali video un dziesma
masdienu izpildijuma Seit: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iRLgtpVCzSA.

Interesanti, ka 1941. gada presé nonaca viltus zina
par Jana Dalina navi. Patiesiba sportista mizs noslé-
dzas trimda 1978. gada Australija.

B 1924. gada par pieminu valsts tapSanai dibinaja
Triju ZvaigZznu ordeni. To Iidz pat mdsu dienam pie-
Skir par nopelniem valsts laba dazadas jomas. Or-
dena devize ir Per aspera ad astra (“Caur érkSkiem uz
zvaigzném”).

B 1937.gadaizveidoja Tévzemes balvu - naudas preé-
miju par izciliem sasniegumiem kultara.

B 1922. gada rakstniecei Annai Brigaderei sakara
ar 25 gadu darba jubileju tikai pieSkirtas majas Tér-
veté. Rakstniece majas nosauca par “SpridisSiem”
(1903. gada A. Brigadere uzrakstija lugu “Spriditis”).
A. Brigadere te dzivoja un stradaja Itdz miza beigam
1933. gada. A. Brigadere te sarakstija daudzus darbus,
art atminu trilogiju “Dievs. Daba. Darbs” (1926-1933).
Tagad “SpridiSos” ir Annas Brigaderes memorialais
muzejs.

B 1935. gada K. Ulmanis iedibinaja akciju “Drau-
dzigais aicinajums”. Tas laika katrs var atceréties
savu kadreizéjo skolu un davinat gramatas, makslas
priekSmetus, ziedot Iidzek|lus skolu fondiem. Kop$3
1994. gada Latvija ir atjaunota “Draudziga aicina-
juma” norise, kas bija partraukta padomju gados.

20. un 21. gadsimta par starpkaru periodu

B Zigfridam Annai Meierovicam veltitais Jana Udra
romans “Meierovics. Tris Annas” (2014); Valda Rim-
nieka un Andreja Miglas romans “Tris zvaigznes. Bio-
grafisks romans par Karli Zali" (2013); dokumentala
filma par K. Zali “levainotais jatnieks” (2017); Laimas
Slavas monografija “Niklavs Strunke” (2021), Silvijas
Radzobes gramata (Z. Radzobes redakcija) “Alek-
sandrs Caks un laiks” (2021), dokumentalo filmu seri-
als “Latvija. Ulmanlaiki” (1918-1940), 1.-14. sérija;

Vizmas BelSevicas gramata “Bille” (1992) un spélfilma
“Bille” (2018); Laimas Muktupavelas romans “Mila.
Benjamina” (2005), Ingas Gailes romans “Stikli” (2016);

spélfilmas “Ceplis” (1972, péc P. RoziSa romana), “Cil-
véka bérns” (1991, péc ). Klidzéja romana), “Ziemas-
svétku jampadracis” (1993), “Sapnu komanda 1935”
(2012), “Homo novus” (2018, péc A. Eghisa romana),
daudzsériju makslas filma “Emilija. Latvijas preses
karaliene” (2021) (skat. https://www.emilijapreseska-
raliene.lv/par-filmu).

VARDI, KAS JAZINA

Agrars,

autoritarisms,
jaunsaimnieks,
konstitucija,

Satversme,

parlamentara demokratija,
unifikacija.
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REPUBLIC OF LATVIA
BETWEEN THE WARS

IMPORTANT

The political situation

B In February 1920, the struggle for freedom came to an
end and a new phase began - the period of the indepen-
dent State of Latvia. The existence of independent Latviain
the inter-war period is divided into two phases: the period
of parliamentary democracy (01.05.1920-15.05.1934) and
the period of authoritarian rule (15.05.1934-17.06.1940).

B In April 1920, the people elected the Constituent As-
sembly of Latvia, whose main task was to draw up the
fundamental law of the country - the Constitution. On
26 January 1921, Latvia was recognised internationally as
an independent state, and on 22 December 1921 it was
admitted to the League of Nations.

The Constitution was adopted on 15 February 1922. It
laid down the structure and symbols of the state (anthem,
flag, coat of arms) and the functions of the most impor-
tant state institutions. The central organ of state power
was the Saeima, consisting of 100 deputies. On 8 October
1922, the Saeima elected the first President of the State,
Janis Cakste. To enter the Saeima, parties had to over-
come a barrier of only 2.5% (today it is 5%), which caused
political divisions in parliament, with governments chang-
ing frequently.

B In 1934, on the night of 15-16 May, K. Ulmanis carried
out a coup d'état. The Constitution was suspended, the
Saeima was dissolved, political parties were dissolved and
16 press publications were closed down.

On 11 April 1936, K. Ulmanis appointed himself Presi-
dent of the State and his position was henceforth Presi-
dent and Prime Minister of the State. An authoritarian
dictatorship was established in Latvia. Citizens lost free-
dom of the press and freedom of expression. All power
was concentrated in the hands of K. Ulmanis, and a cult
of personality flourished. The essence of the new ideol-
ogy was expressed by the three main core values of the
authoritarian regime - leadership, national unity and na-
tionalism.

Economics

B Finance. In 1922, the currency reform was completed
with the introduction of the national currency, the Lat-
vian lats. The smallest unit of currency, one hundredth of
a lats, became the santims. The five-lats silver coin with
the image of a girl in Latvian national costume became
the symbol of the financial system and of the whole pe-
riod. On 1 November 1922, the Bank of Latvia began its
operations.

B Economic development. From 1920 to 1937, the coun-
try underwent agrarian reform, which involved the con-
fiscation of estate lands, buildings, inventory, livestock
and land. The main justification for the reform was the
implementation of the principle of historical and social
justice - restitution of the land to the people. Manor land
was allocated to participants in the War of Independence
and to the families of fallen soldiers, landless and small
farmers. The agrarian reform led to a significant develop-
ment of agriculture and rural infrastructure. The most im-
portant exports were flax fibres, pork (bacon) and butter.
The main foreign trade partners were Great Britain and
Germany. A negative aspect of the agrarian reform was
a shortage of labour in the countryside and farm work-
ers from Lithuania, Poland were taken on and some new
farmers lacked farming skills.

B In industry, the leading sectors were food processing,
woodworking and metalworking. The pride of the manu-
facturing industry was the State Electrotechnical Factory
(VEF), which produced telephones and exchanges, radios
and cameras; the machine-building and ship-repair fac-
tory “Tosmare” in Liepaja; the railway carriage factory
“Fénikss”; “G. Erenpreiss’ bicycle factory”; paper manufac-
turing “Ligatnes papirfabrika (Ligatne papermill)”, Sloka
pulp and paper mill, paper mill “Jugla”; textile company
“Rigas audums (Riga textiles)”, etc. Exports were mainly
of timber and timber products (paper, plywood, sawn
timber, matches). Important production units in the con-
fectionery industry were joint stock companies “Laima”,
“V. Kuze”, “L. W. Goegginger” in Riga, and modern sugar
factories in Jelgava, Liepaja and Krustpils.

The government set up a large building programme,
which included monumental buildings, station buildings,
schools, community centres and sanatoriums. The Palace
of Justice, the Ministry of Finance building, the Kegums
hydroelectric power station (1936-1939), the Kemeri Ho-
tel, the Riga Central Market pavilions, etc. were built.

At the end of 1930, Latvia was hit by the world eco-
nomic crisis - unemployment increased, the purchasing
power of the population decreased. However, in the sec-
ond half of the 1930s, Latvia began to experience an eco-
nomic boom.



IMPORTANT

» Education and science

B During the period of Latvian independence, great at-
tention was paid to the education of the people. Around
15% of all state revenue was spent on education. In 1919,
compulsory education was introduced and the number
of teachers and pupils grew to be one of the highest in
Europe. The University of Latvia (LU), the Art Academy of
Latvia and the Latvian Conservatorium were established
in 1919. The University of Latvia became the most impor-
tant centre of science and higher education. The Latvian
Academy of Agriculture (1939) was established on the ba-
sis of the Faculty of Agriculture at the University of Latvia.
Latvia ranked first in Europe in terms of the proportion of
students to the total population of the country.

Academically educated Latvian philologists (Juris
Plakis, Péteris Smits, Anna Abele, etc.) started their ca-
reers in independent Latvia. The most prominent and
internationally-known was Janis Endzelins (1873-1961),
who founded the world'’s first department of Baltic phi-
lology at the University of Latvia and, in 1935, a language
repository. The most important of J. Endzelins’ publica-
tions are “Grammar of the Latvian Language” (1922, in
German) and the joint publication with Karlis Milenbahs
(1853-1916) “Dictionary of the Latvian Language” (I-IV,
1923-1932).

In 1922 the new orthography was introduced. Lin-
guists, together with specialists in their respective fields,
laid the foundations for the terminology of the Latvian
language.

Considerable research was carried out in the natural
and technical sciences. Augusts Kirhensteins made im-
portant discoveries in microbiology, Gustavs Vanags in
organic chemistry. Pauls Stradin$’ achievements in med-
icine were of great practical importance. He founded the
first oncology hospital, blood transfusion facility, a medi-
cal school for surgery, managed hospitals and operated as
well, trained several generations of top doctors, collected
items for the third largest medical museum in the world.

Culture

B The Culture Foundation, founded in 1920, contributed
to the development of science, culture and the arts. The
State Historical Museum (1920), the State Art Museum of
Latvia (1920), the Ethnographic Open-Air Museum of Lat-
via (1924) were founded. A wide network of libraries was
established, the Latvian State Library was founded (1919).

The development of culture can be divided into two
stages: the 1920s were more a period of innovative explo-
ration, while the Ulmanis regime placed more emphasis
on Latvianness and traditional values. In general, Latvian
artists and writers were open to foreign (not only German
and Russian, as was the norm, but also Scandinavian and
American) artistic trends, ideas in philosophy, psychology
and other scientific fields.

H In literature, the 1920s and 1930s were character-
ised by great diversity. The novel genre flourishes, allow-
ing for a broad reflection of the era and the people that
are a part of it: “Ceplis (Kiln)” by Pavils Rozitis, “Ligavu
mednieki (The Bride Hunters)” by AnSlavs Eglitis, “Gimna-
zistes (High School Girls)” by Janis Plaudis, “Akmenainais
cel$ (The Rocky Road)” by Vilis Lacis, “Dienas krusts (The
Daily Cross)” by Janis Veselis, “Jaunsaimnieks un velns
(The New Farmer and the Devil)” by Janis Jaunudrabins,
“Liduma laudis (The Folk of the Clearing)” by Janis Veselis,
and others. The genre of the psychological novel is the
most artistically striking in short fiction, revealing the in-
ner conflicts of man (Janis Ezerins, Aleksandrs Caks, Eriks
Adamsons, Andrejs Upits). Lyrical poetry (love and nature
motifs) is represented by Janis Zieme|nieks, Janis Grots,
Janis Akuraters, Edvards Virza, etc. Representatives of
modernist poetry are Aleksandrs Caks, Eriks Adamsons,
Linards Laicens, Péteris Ermanis. The portrait essay and
the philosophical essay (Zenta Maurina, Konstantins Rau-
dive, P&teris Ermanis) develop as a new genre. The most
important playwrights of the period are Rainis, Aspazija,
Jalijs Pétersons, Andrejs Upits, Martin$ Ziverts, Elina
Zaltte.

B In art, the search for new modernism (expressionism,
cubism, constructivism) co-existed with the traditional,
academic style (realism). The most significant innova-
tion is associated with the modernists of the Riga group
of artists (the most active advocate of contemporary
art was Romans Suta). In the early 1920s, the dominant
theme in art was the Riflemen’s battles and World War |
refugees (Jazeps Grosvalds, Jékabs Kazaks); followed by
the use of still lifes, portraits and landscape motifs (Leo
Svemps, Valdemars Tone, Konrads Ubans) increased,
while in the 1930s there was an enhanced depiction of
the working people and the countryside (Gederts Eliass,
Augusts Annus). Significant achievements were made in
stage design (Ludolfs Liberts, Oto Skulme, Janis Muncis,
etc.). Monumental sculpture flourished in sculpture (the
Brethren Cemetery ensemble by Karlis Zale, the Freedom
Monument). The most important sculptors are Teodors
Zalkalns, Marta Skulme, Emils Melderis.



IMPORTANT

» B During the years of independence, many new pub-

lishing houses were established. In terms of the num-
ber of books published per 100 000 inhabitants, Latvia
ranked second in Europe after Denmark. One of the larg-
est publishers was AnSa Gulbja apgads, which published
the voluminous (21 volumes) Latvian Conversational Dic-
tionary (1927-1940). The book industry joint-stock com-
pany “Valters un Rapa” published fiction, textbooks and
scientific works. The publishing house “Gramatu draugs
(Friend of Books)” led by Helmars Rudzitis specialised in
publishing inexpensive books that would be accessible to
every reader. This publishing house also published the
collected works of many writers. Expensive books with
high-quality artwork were published by Mikelis Goppers’
publishing house “Zelta Abele (The Golden Apple Tree)".
Since 1993, Latvia has held a book art competition “Zelta
abele”, which is a reminder of the Goppers publishing
house.

B The inter-war period is known as the golden age in the
history of the Latvian press because of the large num-
ber of quality publications. The most popular newspapers
of the time were the newspaper “Jaunakas Zinas (Latest
News)”, published by Antons and Emilija Benjamini and
the magazine “Atpata (Rest)”. The newspaper “P&déja
Bridt (At the Last Moment)” competed with “Jaunakas
Zinas". There were also several political party publica-
tions (Latvian Peasants’ Union - “Briva zeme (Free Land)”,
LSDSP - “Socialdemokrats (Social Democrat)”, National
Union - “Latvis”). The golden age of the press was inter-
rupted by the coup d'état of Karlis Ulmanis, following
which a large number of newspapers disappeared and
were unified. After 15 May 1934, the most popular news-
paper was “Séta un Druva (In the Yard and the Field)".

B The 1920s marked the beginning of the development
of national cinema. In 1920, the film “Es kara aiziedams
(I went to war)”, directed by Vilis Seglins, was released in
the genre of a national melodrama. The fate of the film’s
protagonists was set against the backdrop of the First
World War and the Latvian War of Independence. The
most successful work of the period was the feature film
“Zvejnieka déls (Son of a Fisherman)” (1940) by Vilis Lape-
nieks, based on the novel by V. Lacis. Three weeks after
its premiere, 140 000 people had seen the film.

B On 1 November 1925, Rigas Radiofons (Riga Radio-
phone) (since 1938 - Latvijas Radiofons (Latvian Radio-
phone), since 1992, Latvian Radio) is opened. The radio
jingle was “Riga dimd”. From the end of 1934 onwards,
Riga Radio could be heard throughout the country.

B In 1931, Helmars Rudzitis opened a record factory,
Bellaccord Electro. It became the leading record factory
in the Baltic, providing all the services related to the re-
cording process. Latvian musicians no longer had to go to
Berlin or London to record their music, they could do it
right here in Riga.

Major sporting achievements

B During the inter-war period, the Latvian name was
carried around the world by the race walker Janis Dalins
(1904-1978). He won a silver medal at the 1932 Summer
Olympics in Los Angeles. It was the first Olympic medal
won by a Latvian athlete competing under his country’s
flag. On 4 May 1935, the Latvian basketball team became
European basketball champions in Geneva.

INTERESTING FACTS

B In Latvian, the Constitution is denoted by a special
word - “satversme”. This word (from “tvert”, “satvert”
(to grasp) was coined by Atis Kronvalds, a Young Latvian.
He proposed that it be used on the grounds that “people
have made laws for this reason, so that they may have
a place to hide in times of need, so that they may have
shelter”.

B In the early 1920s, the choice of name for the new cur-
rency was the subject of much debate. In financial circles,
many thought that the franc was the most appropriate
name, and there were also proposals to call the cur-
rency the “velta” (girl's name), the “liga” (girl's name), the
“saule (sun)”, the “latvis (Latvian)”, the “puakis (dragon)”,
etc. Among the supporters of the /ats was the poet Karlis
Skalbe, who suggested naming the currency using a Lat-
vian word, and one that would “carry the Latvian nation
into the world and which the people could pronounce
without breaking their tongues”.

B In the 1920s and 1930s, the five /ats coin, designed by
Rihards Zarins, with the profile of a girl in Latvian folk cos-
tume (popularly called Milda) was used as a piece of jewel-
lery, transformed into an openwork pendant or brooch. This
tradition was revived in the 1980s and 1990s, when the five
lats coins that had been preserved during the Soviet occu-
pation were transformed into jewellery. Now the image of
the girl in Latvian folk costume appears on Latvia's €2 coin.

B The author of the Freedom Monument, sculptor Kar-
lis Zale worked tirelessly during the construction of the
monument. He said, “lI want to make the monument so
that it can be understood by everyone in all ages.”.

B Newspaper novels were popular in the inter-war pe-
riod, with a chapter of a novel published in each issue.
One of the most popular was the novel “Zvejnieka déls
(The Fisherman's Son)” by Vilis Lacis, which was published

in 1933 by the newspaper “Jaunakas Zinas (Latest News)". »



INTERESTING FACTS

» B To celebrate the sporting achievement of Janis Da-

ling, the Laima confectionery factory launched Dalin¥’
sweets - chocolate rabbits. Karlis Ulmanis, for his part,
stressed that Janis Dalin$ had done more for Latvia’'s pop-
ular image than the entire diplomatic corps. In the 1930s,
the schlager “Ak, kaut man Dalina kajas batu! (Oh, if only
I had the legs of Dalins!)” was very popular (music and
lyrics by Janis Are). Listen to it here: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=m7CFOhDm6sA; documentary video and
modern performance of the song here: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=iRLgtpVCzSA .

Interestingly, in 1941, the press was falsely informed
about the death of Janis DalinS. In actual fact, the ath-
lete’s life ended in exile in Australia in 1978.

B |n 1924, the Order of the Three Stars was founded to
commemorate the founding of the nation. It is awarded
to this day for services to the country in various fields.
The motto of the Order is Per aspera ad astra (“Through
hardships to the stars”).

B |n 1937, the Homeland Prize was established - a mon-
etary award for outstanding cultural achievements.

B In 1922, on the occasion of the 25 anniversary of her
work, the writer Anna Brigadere was granted a home
in Térvete. The writer named the house “Spridisi” (in
1903, A. Brigadere wrote a play “Spriditis”). She lived and
worked there until her death in 1933. She wrote many
literary works here, including the memoir trilogy “Dievs.
Daba. Darbs. (God. Nature. Work)” (1926-1933). “Spridisi”
is now the memorial museum of Anna Brigadere.

B [n 1935, K. Ulmanis founded the “Draudzigais aicina-
jums (Friendly Appeal)” campaign. During the campaign,
everyone can remember their former school and donate
books, art objects and money to school funds. Since 1994,
the “Friendly Appeal”, which was interrupted during the
Soviet years, has been revived in Latvia.

Books about the inter-war period published
in 20* and 215t century:

m Janis Udris’ novel dedicated to Zigfrids Anna Meiero-
vics - “Meierovics. Tris Annas. (Meierovics. Three Annas)”
(2014); a novel by Valdis Rimnieks and Andrejs Migla
“Tr1s zvaigznes. Biografisks romans par Karli Zali (Three
Stars. A biographical novel about Karlis Zale)” (2013); a
documentary film about K. Zale “levainotais jatnieks (The
Wounded Horseman)” (2017); Laima Slava’'s monograph
“Niklavs Strunke” (2021), Silvija Radzobe’s book (edited by
Z. Radzobe) “Aleksandrs Caks un laiks (Aleksandrs Caks
and Time)” (2021), a documentary film series “Latvija.
Ulmanlaiki (Latvija. The Ulmanis Period)” (1918-1940),
series 1-14;

B Vizma BelSevica’'s book “Bille” (1992) and the feature
film “Bille” (2018); Laima Muktupavela’s novel “Mila. Ben-
jamina (Love. Benjamina)” (2005); Inga Gaile’s novel “Stikli
(Glass)” (2016);

m feature films “Ceplis” (1972, based on the novel by
P. Rozitis), “Cilvéka bérns (Child of Man)” (1991, based
on the novel by J. Kiidzgjs), “Ziemassvétku jampadra-
cis (Christmas Hullabaloo)” (1993), “Sapnu komanda
1935 (Dream Team 1935)” (2012), “Homo Novus” (2018,
based on the novel by A. Eglitis), multi-series feature film
“Emilija. Latvijas preses karaliene (Emilija. Queen of the
Latvian Press)” (2021)
(see https://www.emilijapreseskaraliene.lv/par-filmu).

WORDS TO LEARN

Agrarian, authoritarianism, new farmer, Constitution,

parliamentary democracy, unification.



Viegli uzdevumi

B Teksta virs svitras raksti atbilstoso vardu!

A No 1920. gada lidz 1937. gadam notika reforma.

B 1922. gada februari pienéma valsts pamatlikumu jeb

C 1922. gada saka lietot valatu - Latvijas latu.
autoritarais

D 1934. gada 15. maija notika valsts apvérsums un sakas Karla Ulmana objektu

rezims. Satversmi

agrara

F 20. gs. 30. gados uzcéla daudz valstij svarigu . Lo
nacionalo

pieméram, Keguma hidroelektrostaciju.
B Kurs attéls ilustré teikumos doto informaciju? * ,

Raksti pie attéla atbilstosa teikuma burtu!

@ gas")@pubﬁkas
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LATVIIAS KARA INVALIDU SAVIENIBAS IZDEVUMS.




B Lasi par vietam un lietam agrak un atrodi atbilstoSu informaciju par tagadni!
Lodzina raksti atbilstoSo burtu!

Agrak... Tagad...

1. LatvieS3u amatnieks Gustavs Erenpreiss 1927. gada dibinaja
velosipédu fabriku. Ta bija viena no modernakajam un lielaka-
jam velosipédu fabrikam Baltija. G. Erenpreisa divriteni bija
eksportprece.

A Masdienas “Baltars” darbi ir loti dargi.
Par So darbnicu 2017. un 2019. gada iz-
devnieciba “Neputns” izdotas 2 gramatas.

2. 20. gs. 30. gados “Laima” bija saldumu raZo3anas lidere. | B Ari tagad 3aja €ka atrodas veikals ar
1924. gada Rigas centra novietoja pulksteni, ko sauca par dazadu precu piedavajumu - Galerija
“Lielo pulksteni”. 1936. gada to izrotaja ar “Laimas” logotipu. Centrs.

3. Makslinieki Romans Suta, Aleksandra Belcova un Sigismunds
Vidbergs 1924. gada izveidoja porcelana un fajansa apgleznosa-
nas darbnicu “Baltars”. To zinaja ne tikai Latvija, bet arT arzemés.
Parizes izstadé 1925. gada “Baltars” ieguva veselas tris
medalas - divas zelta un vienu bronzas.

C Gustava Erenpreisa brala mazmazdéls
Toms Erenpreiss 2005. gada Latvija atjau-
noja vésturisko zimolu un atsaka velosi-
pédu razoSanu, kas turpinas Iidz Sodienai.

4. Viens no popularakajiem veikaliem 20. gs. 20. un 30. gados | D Ari masdienas tas zinams ka “Laimas”
bija Armijas ekonomiskais veikals (AEV). Laudis to sauca par | pulkstenis. Lidz Sim laikam ta ir populara
“ekiti”. AEV éka Vecriga, Audéju iela 16, tirdznieciba sakas satikSanas vieta. Kops 2012. gada ir vél
1938. gada. viens “Laimas” pulkstenis Sigulda.

B Atrodi informacijai atbilstoSos attélus! Raksti teksta numuru pie attéliem!

LATVIJAYS,
VELOSIPEDS 5. i
i

N

Romana Sutas
gleznojums

Sigismunda
Vidberga
gleznojums




Viegli uzdevumi

B Lasi, kur tu interesanta forma vari uzzinat par 20. gs. 20. un 30. gadu
maksliniekiem!

Masdienu rakstnieces Luizes Pastores un makslinieces Elinas Braslinas bérnu detektivstastu sérija “Makslas
detektivi” ir vairakas gramatas par 20.-30. gadu maksliniekiem. Mazie detektivi Poga un Teo izmeklé slavenu
Latvijas makslinieku darbu noslépumus.

Gramata “Neredzamais cilvéks” (2015) bérni meklé Pogas suni, taksiti Komatu un nonak otrpus makslinieka
Karla Padega (1911-1940) zim&jumam “Zabaki un suns”.

“SveSinieka atnakSana” (2015) mazo detektivu piedzivojumi saistiti ar makslinieka Niklava Strunkes
(1894-1966) gleznu “Cilvéks, kas ieiet istaba” (1927). S glezna ir Latvijas kultdras kanona.

Gramatas “P&déjais kénins” (2016) noslépumainais makslinieks ir Voldemars Irbe (1893-1944), kuru sauca
art par Irbtti. Vins bija interesants cilvéks, piemé&ram, visu gadu Irbite staigaja ar basam kajam. V. Irbe daudz
Ziméja ar pasteli.

B Raksti blakus attélam atbilstosas L. Pastores gramatas nosaukumu vai
darba nosaukumu!

otrpus — otra pusé

bass (basas kajas) — kajas nav apavu
pastelis — glezniecibas tehnika, kad makslinieks izmanto pastelkrasas

K. Padega darbs

Niklavs Strunke. Karlis Padegs.
Florencietis ziema. Pasportrets. Ap 1924. Pasportrets ar rozi. 1932

L. Pastores darbs L. Pastores darbs

Piemineklis V. Irbem
(télnieks A. Varpa) Riga
pie Dailes tedtra

L. Pastores darbs

N. Strunkes darbs




Videéji gruti uzdevumi
B Lasi un raksti tabula atbilstosa teikuma ciparu!
Informaciju meklé vésturisko faktu lappusés!

. Tauta ievél Saeimu

. Valsti ir daudz politisko partiju

. Ministrus iece| K. Ulmanis

. Saeima ievél prezidentu

. Latvija ir demokratiska valsts iekarta

. Saeimas véléSanas nenotiek

. Valsts prezidents un Ministru prezidents ir viena persona

. Likumus izdod K. Ulmanis vienpersoniski
Pastav autoritara valsts iekarta

. Politisko partiju darbiba ir apturéta

. Nacionalas un vienotibas idejas propaganda

. Ministru kabinetu apstiprina Saeima

. Preses izdevumu saturu kontrolé

. Likumus izdod Saeima

. Sabiedriba valda varda briviba

Latvija Idz Latvija péc
1934. gada 1934. gada
15. maijam 15. maija
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B Lasi tekstu un ta fragmentus!
Teksta virs svitras raksti trukstosa fragmenta burtu!

UNIKALAIS FOTOAPARATS

Latvijas uznémums, kas uzskatams par nacionalas nozimes lepnumu, bija Valsts elektrotehniska fabrika jeb
VEF. Te raZoja augstas kvalitates radioaparatus, (1.) VEF radioaparati bija viena no VEF eksporta precém.

Tomér unikalakais un pasaulé pazistamakais VEF produkts bija mini fotoaparats “Minox”. Fotoaparatu
konstruéja inZenieris Valters Caps. Vin3 bija dzimis Riga, (2.) Jau kops agras jaunibas vinu saistlja dazadi
mehanismi. Caps stradaja labakaja Tallinas makslas fotodarbnica, kur iepazinas ar fotoaparata darbibas prin-
cipiem. TieSi Seit vina prata dzima doma par tadas kompaktas fotokameras radisanu, (3.) Tallina Capam
neizdevas ieglt uznéméju atbalstu fotoaparata razoSanai, tacu to vins atrada Riga.

1936. gada rudent Valters Caps noslédza ligumu ar VEF un no Tallinas parcélas uz Rigu, (4.)

Pasaules fotorGpnieciba notika apvérsums - bija radits vismazakais fotoaparats pasaulg, (5.)

LietoSana “Minox” bija vienkarSs un érts. Kameras mazie izméri un spéja ieglt asu un kontrastainu attélu
padarija to pievilcigu slepeno dienestu agentiem, (6.)

Lidz Otra pasaules kara sakumam saraZoja aptuveni 17 000 fotokameru,
kartas numurs un gravéjums “Made in Latvia".

(7.) Katrai kamerai bija savs

Dizainera Valtera Capa
(1905-2003) konstruéta
fotokamera “Minox”,
1937-1942

A - kuras eksportéja uz daudzam Eiropas valstim un ASV.
B - kura izméri bija 17x27x80 mm, bet svars - 125 grami.
C - tacu péc Pirma pasaules kara kopa ar vecakiem dzivoja Igaunija.
D - tapéc “Minox” kluva par pasaulé visbiezak izmantoto spiegu
fotokameru.
E - lai kopa ar latvie3u inZenieriem un konstruktoriem kertos pie
“Minox"” tehnologiskas izstrades rapnieciskai razoSanai.
F - kuri starptautiskajas izstadés Briselé 1935. gada un Parizé
1937. gada ieguva “Grand Prix".
G - ar ko varétu iegat atrus, augstas kvalitates fotouznémumus.

VEF raZotais dizainera Adolfa Irbites radio,”Grand Prix” Vispasaules izstadé Parizé (1937)



Videji gruti uzdevumi
B Lasi un izvelies katram tekstam atbilstosu virsrakstu!
Raksti ta burtu blakus tekstam!

A Emancipacija - laikmeta zime C Pilsétnieku sapnis - “savs kaktins, savs stiritis zemes”

B Masku virpult D Modernaja laikmeta neiederigie

PAR DAZIEM NOTIKUMIEM UN DZIVI 20. GS. 20. UN 30. GADOS

1. Rigas nomalés un vietam pat centra tuvuma bija daudz gimenes darzinu, kurus varéja nomat par loti zemu
cenu. Spilgts gimenes darzinu raksturojums atrodams Erika Adamsona novelé “Nave gaila izskata”: “Visapkart Ri-
gai .. pacelas neparredzamu gimenes darzinu pilséta ar savam Saur